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Abstract

The changes looming in the organizational landscape signal the need for a new generation of organizational
theory and research that responds to the assumptions, aspirations, and adversities that will characterize these
21st century organizational forms. While there has been a long-standing interest in the study of organizations
from a social network perspective the fundamental changes outlined above suggest that the research agenda
needs to evolve from studying networks in (or between) organizations to grapple with the notion that the
network is the organization. This nuanced, yet significant, change in perspective has substantial – and
substantive – implications for the deployment of a comprehensive network analytic framework to specify
and statistically model the structural tendencies of network forms on the bases of multiple theories and at
multiple levels of analyses (Contractor, Wasserman, & Faust, 2006; Monge & Contractor, 2003). Towards
that goal, this workshop begins by reviewing some of the theoretical and methodological accomplishments
and challenges of contemporary research on networks. Next the workshop offers an analytic framework that
can be used to specify and statistically test simultaneously multilevel multi-theoretical hypotheses about the
structural tendencies of networks. The workshop concludes with an empirical study that illustrates some of
the capabilities of this framework.
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